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COUNTRY East Germany ‘ REPORT
TOPIC Motor-~Vehicle chwn.ns in the Zella-Mehiin Aves
. ' 25X1
EVALUATION__ __PLACE OBTAINED o
DATE OF CONTER ’ ' Ex
DATE OBTAINED.. - _ DATE PREPARED 11 fuguat 1955
REFERENCES __.. ‘ _ '
' : ' 25X1
PAGES ENCLOSURES (NO. & TYPE)
r : _ , 25X1
REMARKS ——11,is is UNEVALUATED Informationy —
25X1

1. The following columns passed through Zella-Mehlis en route from the direction of
Meininzen toward Olxdruf on 17 and 19 July 1955s 25X1
17 July. Aprroximately 7 x 37-mm A4 guns, approximately 3 x 120-mm mortars,
ap: roximately 4 x 82«mm mortars on trucks; 7 to 8 x 57-mm and 7 to 8 x 85-mm
AT gunsy, 4 to 5 field kitchens,and some 50 trucks occupied by a toital of about
45C soldiers wearing blackmbar&ered crimson epaulets end includinr some carrying
billeting equipment, /
19 July, Some 6 x 37-mm AA gunsypand 25 to 30 tru:f.ksgl .

On 23 July, the following columns passed through Benshausen en xoute from the25X1
direction of Zella-Mehlis toward Meiningen:

0830. Three tank trucksyand 8 trucks towing field kitchens, ‘

1830, Nine 122-mm field howitzers, 8 x 85-mm AT guns, some 25 trucks cccupied

by soldiers wearing red-bordered black epaulets, 2 to 3 ©ieid kitchensyand 2 tank
trucks, It is possible that adilitional columns paased throuzh Zella-Mehlis and
Benshausen on the days mentioned.

2, On 18 July, & mortars of approximately 100 to 120-mm, 6 AT guns of aprroximately
85-mn, 6 x 57-mm AT gungyand 30 trucks were unlosded at the Oberer Bahnhof in
Plauen, The column left toward Hindenburg Kaserne (8482),and Koenig«dsorg Kaserne
*(8443). Each truck was occupied by approximately 18 soldiers whe wore red
epaulets,’ _

3, At about 1800 on 21 July, ‘a column of 8 T-34/85 tanks, 3 SU-100 guns, 2 salvage
tank, ) radlo truckgand 1 repair-shop truck left the Pionier Kaserne (8522} in
“eigeenfelspand was entrained at the freight station for an undetermined
destination; At 1130 on 24 July. the solumn returned to the instaliation, The
vehicles were heavily soiled.

42 At about 1500 on 18 July, a column of apsroximately 20 trucks, and 5 ambulances
passed through the Neumburg post. The column came from the dfrection of Halle and
proceeded toward Bad Koesen, The trucks carried a large number of women and some

25X1

undetermined devices; The vehicles presumsbly belonged to a motorized medical unit,

During the night of 18[12 July, a mejor exercise, which involved soma 1,000
soldiers wearing red-bordered biack and bluwe-bordered black epaulete, was held
near Bad Koesen, A major number of tanks and, possibly, 4 SU-T€ guns were seen
there,
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omment, The columns presumably were composed of various
units of the 39th Gds Mtz Rifle Div, end returned to the Ohrdruf post
from joint exercises, According to weapons observed, it appears
improbable that the columns Lelon;ed to the 177th Gds Mtz Rifle Regt
from Meiningen,

2. Comment, According to wezapons observed, the column also
nvolved elements of the 39th Gds Mtz Rifle Div.from Ohrdruf.

3a

4

5e

Corment, These were probably elements of the 112th Gds
vz nifle Regt of the 39th Gds Mtz Rifle Div, which returned to
their post from exercises. The departure of these troops from
the post had not been observed,

Comment, The loading involved tank firing details of the
17th Gde Tank SP Regt of the 57th Gds Mtz Rifle Div, which returned
to their post,

Comment, The movements of the columns and the night exercise

mey have been comnected with the .and-post exercise of the
Ejgnth Gds Army,
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